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powered Count Lamsdorff to take the necessary steps. The
German reply to our first note was rather evasive, but its
general tenor was: What's done is done and you cannot
back out of the agreement. Then we dispatched a second
note, wherein we did not mince words. Later, after I had
assumed the task of governing the Empire in my capacity
of Prime Minister, Count Lamsdorff told me in reply to
my inquiry: "Rest assured, Sergey Yulyevich, the Bjorke
agreement no longer exists." As a result of this incident,
our Foreign Minister drew upon himself the enmity of
Emperor William, and I was told that His Majesty had
ceased admiring me and singing my praises. Ever since
1905 we have been drifting closer toward a union with
England. In 1905, the two Emperors met again at Swine-
mxinde; and I have been told by the Chief of our General
Staff that, while no written agreement was concluded, the
two Monarchs confirmed the intention to act in the spirit of
the Bjorke understanding. This may have been a mere
phrase, but it is my firm belief that if we fail to give
Emperor William real satisfaction, he will constantly bear
us a secret grudge.
Fortunately, the international conference for the settle-
ment of the Morocco controversy met before the annulment
of the Bjorke agreement Had the conference been post-
poned, it would probably never have met, for, after the
abrogation of that treaty, the German Emperor was in no
mood to abide by the decisions of an assembly which owed
its existence to my initiative. We were vitally concerned in
the Algeciras game (the conference was held at Algeciras).
I have mentioned already the fact that the conclusion of a,
loan in France was out of the question before the settlement
of the Morocco affair. Consequently, our interest de-
manded the earliest possible termination of the conference.
Germany, on the other hand, was inclined to prolong mat-
ters. She was guided by the time-hallowed principle of